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DIARY 


riTO next few meetings wilJ bo held on : 


AJ 1 meetings are 
Duke Street. 


2 September i 

16 September 
7 October 
21 Octo))er 


held at the Sheffield Trades and Labour 


C1 n b , 


COVER 


, h t i on was des i gned by 

This month’s cover to celebrate our qenerations' of 

Ian. Brown, and includes pictures of ^ ^ j the Archimedes, 

computer - the Atom, the Model B, the Mas.e 


.ARCHIMEDES AT THE SHOW 

iTccr' Show in London the main 
At last month’s major Acoi n g doubt, the Archimedes 

attraction was obviously anc, ^ in the field of BBC and Master 
Computer. Many of the top names ^ _ nl 1 had their hands on the 
programming were at the show and all had 

macbine. 

others! "^he ' rnove^Tround ^he 

screen. 

• „r.r..ivi hove even had their logo digitised and they 
(.;oniputer .,o,i. I screen on their opening title page 

Of inter-worc,. Inter-Oase etc an 

iisble for the BBC. Micro. The main differences seem to b 
mU Arcbj modes offers faster manipulation around a document 
, 'r,4a.1 "hee .rnd another added e«ra is that coniputer concepUe 

to Tnnjemeni-ed an additional menu to make use of the 40y., 
'.-oJidinn rhe facility to change page, border. text and 
ine's lik-mc. Whilst . was there I managed 
-o set Inter-word up with varying tones of cream and brown iinp . 
y,e%;ii!one for the Archimede.s berame too large and was obstructing 

o I. ii c i d i sIJ1 a y ma r h i ii (?s. 

Wlu'u 1 was departing from the Computer Concepts stand I 
,iMH prograrmnci' and the (’ompiiter Concepts represen tat i ve.x ^ 

(-0 copv a program from the 400 to the 300 series. One ^ of the 

people' remarked on the difficulty of partaking m such a fa.sk 
becau.se of formatting problems. This does indeed sound like Arorn 
Ctjuii -ciV i bi i 1 ty ! 
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..nriware are busy j n'^the^ 

;■ demonstration opchich ^ ® ^ ‘ "easi c on the 

enough)! The game as pictured in many of 

•—;,.LTsy' ;r fs 

fields with the added interest of ’ -fter a 

The ship is controlled by a mouse and after a 
game you learn to adapt from j, 

opr nhp'vs all the laws of gravity and the aesio 
very'u’ell thought out as when you fire int_ 
l-he water splash. Acorn delighted in revea a 

that til is game 
the capacity for 
description or even Pic 
YOU will really need to 
Elite with shaded--in cratt 


.Slipf:'!' * 

playing 
Kiel come 

Archimedes 
magazines, 

in. of* coiiJ.'^c. 

multi-coloured 

and landing 
few attempts at the 
Keyboard. Your c — 

of the game has been ^ 

i-Kp watdr, ^'^^riable'^as an'^Econet version involving 

""" so s‘ta ?ois it partaKe In the aa,na oam. anv 
-ture Of the game would not do it justice, 
uitness it for vourselves. Just think ol 
Wkfno full 'aavantaoe of the -■■096 


colours 
cost! 


available, but try not to 


think about how much it would 


the 


field of the BBC 
into the limelight. 


Acorn' 
pocliil e 
obviously be 
near colour 
ities ot the 
advantage );>y 


and 
For 
for 

they feature in 

a sophisticated 

Archimedes 


w i 1 1 
second of 


Many firms that have been 

Master range have now ®PP®® j pg^i■ digitising equipment 

e.xample Millipede, 'fhey have developed r 9 

-- ^fbr^cl^urfa^^d^ar^^^^elpl^rh o^n;^ 

for video digitising. This side of the 

developed ns it can P-d-e 3 p^p^.n- 

A^ci!mcldera%^aU'L!)d"rand Acorn ha^^^ 
producing a more sophisticated version of AiL. 

1 \ 1 «ri in I" he welcome package i — > »-a mu si .. 

its welcome packcig^^^ example'of the .sound, its quality on .a par 
pioyram " \ "gppo svsfem. The music program is rather like the 

Tslani Log" mS?c System but is even more wiMPy. The Archimedes 
allows the operator to u.se headphones, speakers or even a hifi. n 
jilay 1 he music throu<;tli. 

Acorn were giving 'free' .seminars on the Archimedes presented by 
-lone other that .Steve White twlio? - the guy who set up the club), 
he keeps promising to come back in order to demonstrate new Acoi n 
products and although the Archimedes has been r leased I doubt lio 
will return to ABUG to demonstrate even though it would be 
greatly appreciated. 


CHARAC TERS 


Acoru have had the intelligence to be able to assign a tcclinique 
f'allt-'d an t i -a 1 i us i iig lu:) all tludr- c'ha t ac l.ers . 'lliis mi'ans l.hai 
the characters can be defined with four different: shades 
combining black and white, two of which being those actual 
colours. On the now old fashioned BBC Micros and MastGr.s 

characters are only definable in black and while. fheso two 

extra shades of grey help lo create a sense of smoofhnes.s on 
j 0 ff 0 rs wi th curves, for example S, O and 3. The new and n 1 (.1 t ypi* 
of lettering can be seen inoj'e clearl^' on the next: i.)age. 
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THE RA N GE OF COMPUT ERS 


There are four types oT Ai'chiinedes computers two in the 3UU 

sei ies cind two in the />00 series. An important fact i .s that the 
300 series cannot be upgraded to the 400 series. This is a weak 
link between the series because many peof^le at the show remarked 
that the 300 series ran out of memory very quickly because of the 
storage space required Tor the most advanced inodes. The 
Archimedes 305 has 0.5Mbytes of Ram whilst tVie Archimedes 310 is 

range there are the 410. which has 
iMbyte of RAM and the 440 oFfering 4Mbytes and a hard disc as 

offer clrives in the other three versions. All machines 


1) 32-bit processing 

2) BBc: BASIC V 

3'> IBM style keyboard 
4) BBC type O.s 
5> HCONET 


as opposed to all other iG-bit Acorn 
compu ters 

running 30 times Faster 

which is now a standard 

ridiculously named Arthur 

winch is imr.)lamented in all Acorr2’s 

computers 


LthJiCllMARKS 


Copies of the standard 
t h o ma g a zin e s. Mere 
a t i on - T i irieFast. Th i s 
is at. i.loins:j the tests 


bench mark tests have appeared in many oF 
is auotliei copy ijut witli my own i nip 1 eiiieut. 
“^hows you iiow iiiucli faster litie Ar ch i mede.*-; 
than the other machines in the table. 



Arcli i medes 

Am 

Realma th 

0. .37s 

2. 

Tr i g 1 ocj 

1.37s 

6. 

Textscrn 

3.53s 

150 . 

Grafscrn 

6.9 s 

25 

Time Ta.st 

_ 

14 . 


iga 2000 

Atari ST 

1BM-FC 

7 s 

3 - 5s 

8.2S 

7.S 

7.9s 

47 S 

3s 

44.8s 

100 s 

s 

92.7s 

49 s 

6.S 

lO , 34 s 

22.97s 


BEN CHMARK TF..STS FOR STORAG E 

The .storing times could not be 
did iK)t have a liard di.sc 
information is that the time t 


icM:orded as the Archimedes tested 
system. An interesting pit'ce oi 
I .store a set amount of data to 3.3 
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>(i disc from the Archimedes is more than twice as fast as the 
- qa and IBM when storing to hard disc whereas it is only one 
MUi a half times faster than the Atari storing to hard disc. 


rgpLLLES 

\corn's Podules were explained in the last issue. Here is a list 
of Acorn’s forecasts on what they will provide. 


n Hard disc controller - for the 300 series only, as the 400 

series has one built in already. 


2) ROM Extension board 


3) MIDI interface 


4) MS-DOS 


5) Video F r am e g ra bbe r* 


- an extra space for the ever increas¬ 
ing amount of ROMS that find them-- 
selves piled up around the computer. 

- for connecting musical instruments. 
Another point mentioned by Acorn at 
the show was the feasibility of 
sound sampling. 

- Who wants to go back to the slow 
speed of the IBM compatibles? (Acorn 
must have flipped completely this 
t i me . > Tlie Archi modes though, i s 
said to be able to emulate the IBM 
format better than the compatibles. 

- Watford Electronics and Millipede 
both had very impressive versions of 
this type of equipment tliat disr^lay- 
ed pictures of you at near to real 

t ime. 


CONCLUSIO N 

The Archimedes partakes in the new series of RISC technology, 
which is a new, improved and cheaper method of computing. The 
Archimedes is almost certain to became greater than the Atari and 
Amstrad and these computers will shortly be fighting to prevent a 
dramatic fall in sales. Acorn have jumped into the correct 
market and as usual, they have named the right prices for the 
series of computers. The future for RISC technology is endless 
and it is not going to be long before the Archimedes becomes the 
game writer’s dfeam, the musician’s band and the draughtsman’s 
drawing board. With the invention of podules Acorn have been 
able to open the market to such a wide variety of people which 
provide and easy way for the Archimedes to be tailor made to the 
customer’s requirements. Many more companies will now follow the 
initiative and probably continue with the success that Acorn wiJ1 
now face. There is though, one snag. When will it be released? 
September or Acorn time? (Next July!') 


Chris BramweI 1 
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WHAT’S IN THE MAGS? 


DISK USER, Aug/Sept 198^, #2, 36pp plus 5.25 inch disc, £2.95 

on Paper: 

Gaines reviews / RAM discs / Details of the disc programs 
On Disc: 

Selective copier / Expert disc investigator / Ants? game 
Mode 7 animations / File rescuer / Wordsquare puzzle 
generator / Softv\?aro manager / Logo display / Recovering 
files l-rom ('orrnptiod discs 

A & B COMPUTING, September 1987, Vol 4, #9, 108pp, £1.50 

Features: 

Choosing an Electron disc interface / Archimedes news 
Hist.ory of RISC / Archimedes benchmarks / Build youi own 
Electron user port / Pascal / Laser printers 
Programs: 

Interactive story 
Reviews: 

Morley RAM disc / Arcade games (inc new Repton passwords) / 
Tandata’s Tm 722modem / Aldoba’s Squeak comms package / Nidd 
Valley’s Chauffeur mouse utility / Fosse Systems’ Arraymate/ 
4Mation’s Zoopak / Educational reading programs /Word-Ex 
Vvordwise Plus utility rom / Interbase / view Professional / 
CDT educational software 

THE MICRO USER, September 1987, Vol 5, #7, 14Spp, £1.25 

Features: 

Archimedes questions & answers / Multi User Games / Secrets 
of arcade games (7) / Micros in the Anatomy Department / 

Build a map measuring device (pedometer) / Ceefax guide 
Programs: 

Soccer Manager game / ARM benchmark program / MPG calculator 
/ Adventure programming- compressing text / DFS file copying 
Reviews: 

Arcade games / Advanced Control Panel rom / ’ARM Assembly 
Language Programming’ book / Hybrid Music Sy.stem / Dial up 
cornms package / Adventures, inc Snowball map / 4mation’s 
Zoopak 

ACORN USER, September 1987, #62, 162pp, £1.30 

Features: 

Computer games in education / Special effects in ViewSheet 
Programs: 

Sideways ram loader / Changing the bleep / Proportional 
graphics dump / transferring information to assembler 
programs / ADFS file finder / Greek alphabet / More DFS 
files on a disc (SWR utility.) / Graphics edge detection 
Reviews: 

Archimedes / Arcade game, inc Lander for the Arc & Xor / 
Hard disc drives / Watford’s Quest Paint / Mice / Video 
digitisers / Books 
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